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Abstract 

“Code mixing and code switching of Romanian-Hungarian bilingual communities of 

Transylvania” 

 

My presentation is intended to highlight the importance and complexity of bilingualism in 

Transylvania. The focus is on the Hungarian minority of Transylvania and its linguistic 

peculiarities.  

Using the theories on code switching and code mixing I will give linguistic motivation to the 

idea of why it is important for a nation to have minority language policies, to have educational 

programs that support bilingualism and to give its members the right to learn and to use any 

language they desire because the language of a community symbolizes its ideology and its 

identity. 

Other points to consider in relation to bilingualism are the psychological implications. It has 

been proven that in the case of bilingualism there will always be a dominant language. Using 

linguistic analysis one can identify this language and categorize the other language as the 

“Embedded Language”. This is an important step because in the case of Hungarian minorities in 

Transylvania, the Hungarian language would prove as being the language that provides the core 

structure of the speaker’s communication. As follows, the Hungarian language acts as the 

dominant language of the speaker. It dominates the second language and any other assimilated  

language, providing the speaker with a grammatical frame for other languages. 

As a consequence to these ideas, it is crucial to give minorities the right to study other languages 

as foreign languages to their dominant one, usually their mother tongue. The dominant language 

of a speaker will structure the assimilation process of a foreign language. 

Bibliography: 

Myers-Scotton (2006) Multiple Voices. Introduction to Bilingualism, Cornwall, Blackwell. 

Wodak, “Communicating Europe”: Analyzing, interpreting, and understanding multilingualism 

and the discursive construction of transnational identities. 2010, Warshaw Press, Lancaster 

 

 


